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God's Promises 
By W. M. Czamanske 


7 HEN days were dark and nights 
were drear, 
What was it that dispelled thy fear? 
God’s gracious promises. 


When fortune beamed its sweetest smile, 
What kept thee humble all the while? 
God’s precious promises. 


When friends and neighbors proved 
untrue, 
What gave thee hope to start anew? 
God’s faithful promises. 


When in the throes of deep distress, 
What helped thee in thy helplessness? 
God’s mighty promises. 


When tempests rose and would not cease, 
What calmed thy heart with perfect 
peace? 
Ged’s wondrous promises, 


On the Rock in the Storm 


One whose feet are firmly planted 
on “the impregnable rock of Holy Scrip- 
ture” can withstand the shocks of life. 
Young feet as well as old may find a 
foothold there, and they need it just as 
much. On the night of January 8 the 
famous China Clipper of Pan-American 
Airways plunged into the sea off Port- 
of-Spain, Trinidad, taking twenty-three 
of its thirty passengers to their death. 
Among those lost were five of the seven 
members of the Whitlock family. Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Whitlock, missionaridés 
of the Africa Inland Mission, with three 


of their five boys, Stanley, Richard, and 
Robert, had embarked for Africa, but 
on that night their destination was sud- 
denly changed, and they found them- 
selves in the presence of the King, in 
that Better Country to which they had 
longed looked forward. But Paul, aged 
12, and Kenneth, aged 9, are left to con- 
tinue their earthly pilgrimage without 
father, mother, or brothers, They are in 
school at the Hampden-DuBose Academy, 
Zellwood, Fla. A letter from one of the 
seniors tells how they took the sad news: 
“Paul sat there, looking into space, and 
whispered to himself while Mrs. DuBose 
was telling them of it. He said over 
and over, “‘They’ve gone to be with Jesus. 
They’ve gone to be with Jesus.’ It seems 
that the whole bottom has just dropped 
out for them. And yet, they really take 
it beautifully. . When Mrs. DuBose 
told them of it, Paul said, ‘I want to tell 
you something. This morning I read in 
my devotions in Romans these verses.’ 
Then he recited Romans 5:3-5 about 
‘tribulation worketh patience,’ etc. ... 
He had memorized those verses that 
morning, and now he was applying them 
to the immediate situation! That night 
he read them before the whole school 


in vespers. ... Last night at the camp- 
fire Virgie Parker was playing an ac- 
cordion. Little Kenny came up to me 
and put his arms around me and told 
me how his mother used to play an ac- 
cordion. I felt awfully sorry for him. 
So, to change the subject, I romped 
around with him most of the evening.” 
So Paul and Kenneth are already learn- 
ing the truth of the Lord Jesus’ words: 
“Therefore ‘whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will 
liken him unto a wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock: and the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell not: for it was founded upon 
a rock” (Matt. 7:24, 25). And here are 
the verses that upheld Paul in this 
severe trial,— and which have sustained 
a great cloud of witnesses before them 
and will support many another until 
faith shall turn to sight: “And not only 
so, but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh pa- 
tience; and patience, experience; and ex- 
perience, hope; and hope maketh not 
ashamed;. eon ae "otal Mh Fo f God is 
shéd ‘etc odl ih -du the Holy 
Ghost wine is, given. my. 
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“Whom Say Ye That |,Am?2.%, 


earthly life. Great crowds thronged 
Jerusalem for the Passover. Into 
their midst came the renowned Prophet 
of Nazareth, acclaimed with the hosannas 
of many who thought He was the Mes- 
siah. “And... all the city was moved, 
saying, Who is this?” (Matt. 21:10.) 
What issues hung upon that question ! 
Some believed this was the Messiah. 
Others rejected the idea, and many of 
such as believed were to change their 
mind before the week ended, and change 
their cry from “Hosanna” to “Crucify !” 
Life or death hung in the balance for 


T' WAS the last week of our Lord’s 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“As one whom his mother com- 
forteth, so will I comfort you” 
(Isa. 66:13a). 




















Jesus0f’ Nazareth ,ovef ‘the question, 
“Who is this?” 

But it was also vital to His followers. 
He had shown that, when He had asked 
of Simon, first, “Whom do men say that 
I am?” and then, “Whom say ye that I 
am?” Basic to their carrying on for 
Him was that they be certain who He 
was. 

And it remains the question of every 
hour. For here is One who claims from 
every man his entire allegiance and com- 
plete commitment. He not only claims 
it from all, but wins it from many, and 
he was right who said, “If,.men are to 
commit themselves unreservedly to a 
Jew who lived 1,900 years ago, there are 
some things they need to know about 
Him.” What can we know about Him, 
on the testimony of the Bible? What 
‘s its answer to the question Who is 
Jesus? 

He is the divine Son of God. He is 
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not a son, one among many, but the Son 
of God, bearing a unique relationship 
to the Father, even a relationship of 
equality. It was thus His foes under- 
stood His claim to be the Son of God. 
They said it was blasphemy, and worthy 
of death. And He allowed them so to 
understand Him, even when they con- 
demned Him to death for it. He died 
for asserting that He was the Son of 
God—and God raised Him from the 
dead, thereby vindicating His claim to 
be indeed the Son of God as none other 
is. By the Resurrection our Lord is in- 
deed “declared to be the Son of God,” 
to be God as well as man. Not half man 
and half God, but perfectly God and 
perfectly man. In the one person of 
Jesus Christ the two natures, human 
and divine, are perfectly blended. 


Is there anything else, besides His 
resurrection to substantiate this? There 
is His perfect character. His goodness 
was widely and generally admitted, and 
still is. But would One who was good 
make a false claim? He claimed to be 
uniquely the Son of God. He could not 
falsely do so and still be good, and thus 
we come to the old impasse, “If He be 
not God, then He is not good.” Unless, 
say some, He was deluded in this re- 
spect. Ah! but His achievements down 
the centuries have been too magnificent 
to be the product of a life based upon 
a delusion! Therefore faith receives 
Him as indeed the Son of God. 


But He is also the Messiah of the Jews. 
When Peter said, “Thou art the Christ 

. »” our Lord approved. This was to 
declare His Messiahship. He had di- 
rectly asserted it at Nazareth when He 
quoted from Isaiah 61 the passage be- 
ginning, “The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me,” and said it was fulfilled in 
Him. This was a well recognized Mes- 
sianic prophecy, and He said, “This day 
is this scripture fulfilled in your ears” 
(Luke 4:21). This was to claim that 
He was the consummator of the old re- 
ligion. To our Lord the Old Testament 
order had a forward look that termi- 
nated in Himself. Thus Dr. Denney 
wrote: “Consider now how great was 
this person . . . who felt that He was 
the end aimed at in the very existence 
of the true religion in the world. It 
was for Me, He virtually said, that God 
called Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; -for 
me that He led Israel out of Egypt and 
gave them laws by Moses, and read 
the lessons of history, and adumbrated 
the future, by the prophets; it is for’ Me 
that the whole course of God’s provi- 
dence and redemption has been working 
through the ages; all these laws, proph- 
ecies, institutions, catastrophes, deliver- 
ances, revelations, are justified — they 
are shown to have a divine right to 
exist — because they end in Me. How 
great a claim is here, how unique! We 
sometimes feel that it means little or 
nothing to say that Jesus is the Christ. 
This is what it means . . . and it puts 
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Jesus in a place which no one can share 
with Him.” 


As their Messiah, our Lord is still 
largely rejected by the Jews. But that 
shall not always be. Already they ac- 
knowledge something of His greatness 
as they have not done in the past. 


A Jewish soldier, who had been at- 
tending Christian services, said to his 
rabbi: “Rabbi, the Christians say that 
Christ has already come, while we say 
that He is yet to come.” 


“Yes,” agreed the rabbi. 


“Well,” asked the soldier, “when our 
Christ comes, what will He have on 
Jesus Christ?” 


What the rabbi said is not told, but 
what could he say? Surely this incident 
is significant, and the time will yet come 
when the agelong blindness of Israel in 
this matter shall end, and they, too, shall 
own Him as their Messiah. What a day 
that will be! 


But further, the Lord Jesus is the Mas- 
ter of men. He demands their -obe- 
dience and trust. He meets them with 
His imperious: “Follow me.” Who is 
this that so claims the mastery of men’s 
lives? Such a demand requires of men 
the very essence of religious faith. For 
the believer no longer belongs to him- 
self. He is one who dies to self to live 
to Another. That is what Christ asks 
of us. But no one but God has the right 
to such absolute trust and obedience. 
All men have their faults, and to yield 
oneself so utterly to any mere man 
would be to make one the slave of his 
weaknesses. So we repeat, God alone 
has the right to absolute faith and hom- 
age. But the Lord Jesus claims exactly 
that right. In doing so He asserts a 
prerogative of God. And in His use of 
the right, He shows Himself to be God. 


A noted American preacher once was 
told by an unbeliever, “Jesus is amiable, 
but not strong.” 


“Not strong,” was the reply. “Not 
strong! Judge Jesus Christ by the men 
He has mastered !” 


There you have a challenge. Accept 
it, and you must admit that when men 
yield the mastery of their lives fully 
to Christ He does for them and through 
them what only God could do. His 
splendid mastership of the lives that 
have yielded to Him proves Him indeed 
to be the true, the divine Master of men. 


Then He is also the Judge of all. For 
when our Lord looked into the future 
He proclaimed Himself as the Judge of 
mankind. He declared that He was 
coming again at the end of the age as 
Judge. The apostles so understood Him, 
and so preached. Paul declared at 
Athens: “Because he hath appointed a 
day, in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained” (Acts 17:31). 


Here, too, is a stupendous claim. Let 


Dr. Denney’s words drive it home for us 
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again. “Jesus made a stupendous claim 
when he claimed to be the Christ, and 
asserted that all earlier revelation, all 
earlier providence of God in Israel had 
its chief end and consummation in Him; 
but even that stupendous claim fades 
before this. For he asserts here the 
absolute finality of the revelation of 
God made in His person, and tells us 
that not only the history of Israel, but 
all human history terminates in Him. 
To be acknowledged by Him at His 
coming is final blessedness; to be dis- 
owned by Him is final shame.” 


Everything as to our destiny depends 
on our relation to this One, this Man 
of Nazareth, who shall come again in 
power and great glory as the Judge of 
all! What folly to spurn Him! What 
blessedness to trust and serve Him! 


But too often we have distrusted Him. 
Too often we have disobeyed Him. So 
many have slighted and spurned Him. 
Therefore, how reassuring to recall 
finally that He is also the Saviour of 
sinners. He said He came “to seek and 
to save”; “not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life 
a ransom for many.” Before He as- 
sumes His office as Judge of all, He goes 
to the cross, bears our load of sin, and 
then offers Himself as Saviour from 
sin to all who will receive Him. And 
what He has done, and what He is do- 
ing in saving those who trust Him proves 
every high claim He makes. 


A man who was being questioned 
with a view to ordination, and who had 
not had many of the benefits of school- 
ing, was finding it a bit hard to answer 
some of his interrogators. But when 
someone asked him how he would prove 
that Jesus was a divine Saviour, he 
replied out of his own heart-warming 
experience, “Why, bless your heart, He 
saved my soul!” ‘Yes, bless God! And 
as we let our Lord work His salvation 
in and through all our life and being, 
men will see His work in us, and will 
say of Him, “This is indeed the Christ, 
the Saviour of the world.” 


Notes on Open Letters 


A Misspelled Name 


Either Mr. Gordon or the proofreader 
has slipped. On page 984 [Dec. 30, 1944] 
in Mr. Gordon’s article on Mexico the 
Present president’s name is twice spelled 
Comancho. It should be Camacho. 

For the sake of the Tres reputation, 
especially among readers “across the 
border,” a correction should be made. 

I enclose a check for the renewal of 
my subscription—A Philadelphia reader. 


The Tres is: 
Sorry for the mistake, 
Thankful for the correction, id 
Grateful for the renewal. 
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Commentaries from the Clay 


Tablets—| 


A ki 


's archives — 


the library of Ashurbanipal 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. Assoc. Prof. of Archaeology, Wheaton College 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


URING the last ninety years, thou- 

sands of clay tablets containing 

writing have been found in the 
archaeological excavations in the Near 
East. One of the earliest of these dis- 
coveries was made in the years between 
1850 and 1854, when the great library 
of Ashurbanipal, King of Assyria (668- 
626. B.C.) was found at the site of an- 
cient Nineveh. 

The. whole library of Ashurbanipal 
was not found at one time. The first 
step came in 1850, when Sir Austen 
Henry Layard was digging in part of 
the ruins of the palace of King Ashur- 
banipal. Layard found a passageway 
leading into two small chambers, which 
had once been beautifully paneled. 
There on the floor clay tablets were 
piled up to a height of a foot or more; 
they had fallen from the shelves of the 
library, where, in earlier times, they 
had been arranged in orderly fashion. 


FurTHER DISCOVERIES 


Three years later, Hormuzd Rassam 
continued digging at the site of ancient 
Nineveh, working in a part of the mound 
which was assigned to another archaeol- 
ogist, Victor Place. Working clandes- 
tinely during the hours of darkness, 
Rassam dug for three nights, and on 
December 23, 1853, came upon one of 
the main parts of the grand palace of 
Ashurbanipal. One of the beautiful 
portions which he unearthed has been 
given the name of the “Lion Room,” be- 
cause of the beautiful stone reliefs on 
the walls which picture the lion-hunting 
activities of King Ashurbanipal. It 
seems that this Lion Room was both a 
picture gallery and also a library, for 
in the center of the room Rassam found 
several thousand clay tablets, some of 
them similar to those found by Layard.2 


Tue Lover oF LEARNING 


How does it happen that so many clay 
tablets were found here at the palace of 
Ashurbanipal? It seems that this king 
was a lover of learning, and that he 
not only collected these written clay 
documents, but that he also sent his 
scribes up and down the Mesopotamian 
valley, having them copy inscriptions 
and tablets that were hundreds of years 
old at the time of Ashurbanipal (7th 
century, B.C.). 





1From A. H. Sayce on “Nineveh, Library 
of,” in the International Standard Bible En- 
cyclopedia. 

2H. \V. Hilprecht, “Explorations in the 
Bible Lands During the 19th Century,” 1903, 
Pp. 132-135. 


“Thus saith the Lord” is a firm 
foundation for faith. But it is en- 
couraging to Christians, and often 
convincing to skeptics, when archae- 
ology turns up new, contemporary 
evidence of the accuracy of Scrip- 
ture. This is the first of a series of 
five articles which will appear from 
time to time during the next three 
months in the Times. Dr. Free here 
discusses the universal tradition of 
the flood. In later articles he will 
write of “A Peasant Woman’s Dis- 
covery,” “A Set of Family Archives,” 
“A School for Scribes,” and “Records 
from a Town of Abraham’s Time.” 











DaTE OF MATERIAL 


Consequently, these clay tablets often 
contain material which goes back to the 
period of 2000 B.C. and even earlier. We 
know this to be~the case because the 
colophons (brief notes made by scribes) 
at the ends of the tablets show that they 
are copies of older documents. Alex- 
ander Heidel of the Oriental Institute of 
the University of Chicago has recently 
pointed out that the Babylonian account 
of the creation apparently goes back to 
records of at least 2000 B.C., even though 
the main part of the account is written 
on the clay tablets from Ashurbanipal’s 
library.1 

THE FLoop Account 


One of the most fascinating phases in 
the finding of the library of Ashurbani- 
pal was the discovery of the Babylonian 
account of the flood. These particular 
tablets were a part of the group which 
Rassam found in the Lion Room (Hil- 
precht, op.cit., p. 135). 

However, the contents of the tablets 
which later proved to be the Babylonian 
flood record were not known until some 
time after their discovery by Rassam. 
Great numbers of the tablets were boxed 
up and sent to the British Museum, 
where they were studied by men who 
were specialists in the Akkadian lan- 
guage (in former years this language 
was quite generally referred to as the 
Assyro-Babylonian language). 

One day in the fall of 1872, George 
Smith, a member of the staff of the Brit- 
ish Museum, picked up a particular clay 
tablet and began to decipher it. There 
he read how a destructive flood had been 
sent, how a man had been saved out of 
it by building a large ship, which finally 





1 Alexander Heidel, ‘“‘The Babylonian Gene- 
sis,” 1942, pp. 4-6. 
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landed on a certain mountain. During 
the course of the flood a dove had been 
sent out to ascertain whether the water 
had subsided, and later a swallow was 
sent out, and, finding no resting place, 
had returned. Smith had discovered the 
Babylonian account of the flood, and it 
agreed at point after point with the 
record of the flood which we have in 
the Bible. 


Smith’s further work resulted in the 
discovery of portions of two other copies 
of the Babylonian account of the deluge, 
and he concluded that it formed the 
eleventh chapter of a series of probably 
twelve tablets which contained the 
legends of the great hero Gilgamesh. 


On December 3, 1872, Smith gave a 
public lecture before a large meeting 
of the Society of Biblical Archaeology, 
after which Gladstone and other promi- 
nent men took part in the discussion. 
Smith felated the main contents of the 
Gilgamesh epic, and gave a translation 
of the portion dealing with the flood. 
Hilprecht states that “the sensation cre- 
ated by this papef in Eriglarid’add 4ise- 
where was extraordinary, Scientific jand 
religious ¢ircles were equally *p ‘in 
their comment upon the value ofthe 
new discovery .. .” (Hilprecht, op.cit., 
p. 192). } { 


Tue SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISCOVERY 


The Bibliéal «aecount vf’ the Abdi thos 
offen been looked upon as, aegend-avith 
no factual basis. The discovery of the 
Babylonian account, however, is just 
another piece of evidence that there 
actually was a flood. The knowledge of 
the flood was handed down from genera- 
tion to generation, and finally was com- 
mitted to writing. It survives in the 
Babylonian flood tablets, and in the tra- 
ditions of various peoples throughout 
the world. The true account we have 
recorded by Moses in the Scriptures. 


A UNIVERSAL TRADITION 


The Babylonian account of the flood 
is not an isolated instance of such a rec- 
ord outside of the Bible. In all there 
are at least some 268 accounts giving the 
flood tradition. The most important 
of all the flood traditions is the Baby- 
lonian account, which was recovered in 
the archaeological discovery of Ashur- 
banipal’s library. This account is sig- 
nificant because of the fact that it goes 
back probably to 2000 B.C., and is based 
on even earlier records. 

All of these traditions of the flood 
corroborate the true account of the flood 
as given in the Scriptures, and its actu- 
ality is attested to by the archaeological 
discoveries. 





1Given by Johannes Riehm, “Die Sintflut 
in Sage und Wissenschaft,” 1925, cited in 
Walter Maier’s mimeographed notes on Gene- 
sis 1-12, p. 174. 


(To be continued) 
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A Survey of Rulichous Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON ' 


AR MITZVAH (Confirmation) .— 
Mrs. Einspruch of the Lutheran 
Hebrew Mission in Baltimore tells 

of a surprising friendliness between 
Christian Jews and others in Israel. 
“Shortly after the Easter holidays we 
received an invitation to attend the 
Jewish confirmation of twin boys who, 
with their parents and brothers, regu- 
larly come to the mission. For several 
years the boys had been attending He- 
brew school, and we watched them pro- 
gress from their simple reading lessons 
to the traditional Hebrew prayers. 

“Early on the Sabbath Day we went 
to the synagogue. The men folk imme- 
diately unwrapped itheir white prayer 
shawls and took their place for the serv- 
ice. We women were shunted off to the 
balcony, where we met all the friends, 
relatives, and neighbors we hadn’t seen 
for a long time. 

“Finally the cantor arrived and the 
service began. There were long sing- 
song chants and responses. After a 
while the whisperings on the balcony 
became louder until the men wor- 
shipers turned around and shook their 
fingers at us. I couldn’t help but won- 
der whether Paul drew on his synagogue 
experience when he decreed that women 
should be silent in the churches. After 
about two hours of prayers the boys 
were called upon to read a portion of 
the Law. They were now officially 
‘Sons of the Law,’ and mother and grand- 
mother beamed proudly as they re- 
ceived congratulations. 

“At the close of the service a light 
lunch was served, but the main recep- 
tion was held that evening at the home. 
The missionary and his family were 
guests of honor. 

“Wednesday evenings again find the 
mother and father, the twin boys and 
their brothers in their usual places at 
the mission service.” 


The Kasai is a great tributary of the 
Congo and the News of the Kasai Peo- 
ple serves the Christian community in 
its vast area. It is a church paper with 
articles of interest to natives working 
at a‘distance from their homes, and has 
also a woman’s page, a children’s page, 
Bible readings, sermons, pictures, Sun- 
day school helps. Of it a native evange- 
list writes: 

“The missionaries sent me to the vil- 
lage of K—, but the people of the vil- 
lage did not wish to see preachers at 
all, and the chiefs likewise. I slept in 
the village an entire month and the 
people did not wish to enter the house 
of God. My heart wished to refuse the 


Encouragements and warnings 
from all the world 


work of God and to go to work for the 
companies and other white men, only 
on account of the unbelief of the people. 

“All of those days I was reading the 
News of the Kasai People. I was under- 
scoring the big places. Thus it taught 
me, ‘Read the Word of God daily.’ I 
began to persevere to seek people, times 
which are good and times which are not 
good. In a short time I saw people be- 
ginning to enter the house of God. Now 
we have many people in the village of 
K— [to] hear the palavers I found in 
the News of the Kasai People. These 
palavers excelled to help me strongly. 
The big palavers the News carries to us 
are these: (1) To read the Word of God 
daily. (2) To lead people to the Lord 


Jesus. (3) To excel to pray God times 
and times. (4) To pray to God with 
hope inside. (5) To be with God; to 


have fellowship with Him all days.” 


The Primitive Methodist revival of 
the early nineteenth century, following 
the great Wesleyan movement of the 
eighteenth century, ran through the vil- 
lages of England like wildfire. Dr. Har- 
rison in the Methodist Recorder tells 
something of this awakening between 
1810 and 1843, which covered the coun- 
try from Berwick-on-Tweed to Pen- 
zance, and was led by devoted men and 
women, at times walking twenty or 
more miles a day, and often penniless. 
Thus Joseph Reynolds wrote from Cam- 
bridgeshire: “One day I traveled nearly 
thirty miles and had only a penny-cake 
to eat. I preached at night to near 2,000 
persons, but I was so weak when I had 
done, that I could hardly stand. I then 
made my supper of cold cabbage and 
slept under a haystack in a field till 
about four o’clock in the morning. The 
singing of the birds awoke me, and I 
arose and went into the town and 
preached at five, to many people.” On 
a dull, cheerless day in February, 1830, 
Thomas Russell and John Ride knelt for 
hours on the snow in Ashdown Park on 
the Berkshire Downs in an agony of 
prayer, the burden of which was, “Lord, 
give us Berkshire.” At the beginning 
of the twentieth century there were 
more Primitive Methodist congregations 
in Berkshire than of any other Non- 
conformist body. 

This was the work of an army of ob- 
scure and forgotten men and women, with 
no outstanding national leader among 
them,a great missionary movement which 
spread from Mow Cop through the vil- 
lages of the Midlands and the North for 
thirty years, facing much brutal opposi- 
tion from clerical persecution. They 
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sent their missionaries great distances. 
Thus Hull had representatives in Corn- 
wall; Sunderland undertook the evan- 
gelization of the Channel Islands; and 
Bolton sent preachers to the Isle of 
Man. They had a passion for souls and 
the Spirit of God moved mightily 
through them upon the England of their 
time. 


The Origin of the Gettysburg Phrase. 
—We hear much about “democracy” in 
press and pulpit, but not too much about 
the necessary qualifications for democ- 
racy. Government by men molded out 
of Hinduism will never amount to much. 
The trouble with the precarious repub- 
lics of South America is that they are 
not based on Biblical substructure. The 
same is true of France, whose republican 
government is ever menaced by a Bible- 
hating clericalism. On the other hand, 
the strength of the Scandinavian, Dutch, 
and Swiss states is the Biblical atmos- 
phere in which its national leadership 
has been brought up. 


_ It is not without significance that the 
Gettysburg phrase “government of the 
people, by the people, for the people,” 
first appeared in the preface to Wy- 
cliffe’s Bible: “This Bible is translated 
and shall make possible a government 
of people, by people, for people.” 


Ministers’ Sons——Dr. John Brown of 
Edinburgh was a beloved physician and 
author of that classic, “Rab and His 
Friends.” His father was another John 
Brown, minister, as was his grandfather, 
John Brown. But the founder of the 
dynasty, also John Brown, was a little 
barefooted orphan who watched cattle 
on the braes of Abernathy. He taught 
himself Greek and Latin and Hebrew, 
and one night, leaving his folded flock 
in charge of a companion, he tramped 
twenty-four miles to St. Andrews to buy 
a Greek Testament. “The bookseller,” 
says Life and Work, “was incredulous, 
but, fortunately, another customer came 
into the shop—one of the university 
professors — who questioned the ragged 
little fellow and told him that if he could 
read a passage from: the Greek Testa- 
ment he would give it to him. He read 
it, and was given the volume, which is 
treasured to this day by the little 
scholar’s descendants.” 


This boy became a celebrated preacher 
at ‘Haddington in Scotland, and the 
author of the famous “Self-Interpreting 
Bible,” which was greatly used in years 
following, as is the Scofield Bible today. 


From the distant Province of Kansu, 
China, John Bell reports a definite 
movement of the Spirit among both 
churches and outsiders. Souls are be- 
ing saved, and believers are witnessing 
as never before. In the schools boys 
and girls are coming to the Lord weekly, 
and in the universities a new Inter- 
University Christian Fellowship is going 
ahead almost under its own steam. Stu- 
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dents are taking the initiative in Chris- 
tian witness in villages, jails, and other 
places. In the South a great revival 
is taking place. 

From Shensi, Mrs. H. E. Fisher writes 
of men of leadership coming to Christ, 
— doctors, nurses, teachers, businessmen, 


military, and civil engineers,—as well 


as the rank and file. 


“Colonel Soo, two years ago, while 
in a military hospital here suffering from 
typhus, was brought to the Lord by his 
doctor, who himself had been saved 
only a few months before. (This doc- 
tor is a student in the Bible school here, 
and a man of real promise.) A few 
weeks ago I was riding on the same 
cart with a petty officer in Colonel Soo’s 
army. He told me that his colonel was 
a Christian who did not drink or gam- 
ble, was kind, and quite poor. This last 
remark indicated that Colonel Soo’s loy- 
alty to Christ kept him from the un- 
scrupulous practices that line the pockets 
of so many of rank. 


“General Liu passed through recently, 
on his way to Sinkiang, a province from 
which all foreign missionaries have been 
expelled. The Chinese Government is 
settling thousands of immigrants there, 
among them not a few out-and-out 
Christians, some of whom are leaving 
good positions and a comfortable liv- 
ing, feeling impelled by the Lord to go 
as witnesses. Between forty and fifty 
such Christians went out from a church 
in Shensi within the last few weeks. 
General Liu feels that he is commis- 
sioned by his Lord for the same work in 
Sinkiang, while at the same time serv- 
ing his country. He was definitely saved 
three years ago, and maintains a power- 
ful witness to his Lord wherever he is 
in command.” 


The Salvation Army has taken the 
lead in the successful campaign for 
placing the Scriptures in a million Mex- 
ican homes. Cities, towns, villages, and 
ranches were covered in the states of 
Puebla, Tlaxcala, Veracruz, Mexico, 
Morelos, Michoacan, Guanajuato, Jalisco, 
Coahuila, Nuevo Leén, and the Federal 
District. Fifteen denominations, 150 
local churches, and 1,500 voluntary col- 
porteurs took part. 


An Institute for Colporteurs was held 
at the headquarters of the Salvation 
Army in Mexico City, hospitality for the 
twenty-one colporteurs attending being 
provided by Capt. Alejandro Guzman 
of the Salvation Army. In the morn- 
ing there was intensive Bible study; aft- 
ernoons selling of Scripture in homes 
and market places. Every evening in a 
different church, there was a popular 
meeting in which colporteurs described 
their work and testified to the Bible’s 
mission in such matters as family life, 
human liberties, the work of students, 
and in the careers of professional men 
and men in the armed services. 
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“A Declaration of Ideals and Policy 
looking toward a Warless World” was 
announced by the Fedéral Council at 
the end of the last war. But the only 
one who will ever bring in “a warless 
world” will be the returning Christ. 
Until then, “wars and rumours of wars.” 
German capital is taking refuge in South 
America. Great German banks and 
manufacturing concerns such as I. G. 
Farben, Siemens-Schuckert, and La- 
husen are powerfully intrenched in 
South America. Twenty thousand miles 
of airplane routes, the pilots of which 
are German war veterans, form a net- 
work over the continent. After the 
last war German officers entered the 
service of Argentina, Chile, Peru, Bo- 
livia, and Paraguay, and have poisoned 
the officer corps with reactionary ideas. 
These officers are in close touch with 
the German Defense Ministry. The head 
of this conspiracy is General Wilhelm 
Faupel, in charge of the Military Acad- 
emy of Buenos Aires, and trained by 
him were “the Colonel Group” in Ar- 
gentina, responsible for the recent coup 
d’etat. These officers are the backbone 
of Fascism in Argentina. 


The plan is first to organize a tariff 
union comprising nations in southern 
South America and eventually to plunge 
the United States into another war. The 
whole plan is in close contact with the 
Roman Catholic Church and Spanish 
nationalism, as against American Protes- 
tantism. “Nation shall rise against 
nation.” 

If the Gospel of the Kingdom, whose 
final preaching is to end wars, is to be 
accomplished in South America, it must 
be done now while it is today. 


Speaking of South American Missions, 
let me recall the Orinoco River Mission. 
The doors of Venezuela are now closed 
to Protestant missionaries, but the Orin- 
ocg River Mission has trained 36 Vene- 
zuelan Christian workers and preachers 
and six more are graduating in Janu- 
ary, “splendid young people, ready for 
work.” The Bible Training School is 
slowly being built by students and other 
Christians who are also carrying on a 
farm to provide food. But théy need 
help to pay for building materials and 
equipment. (Address, The Orinoco River 
Mission, 558 S. Hope St., Los Angeles 13, 
Calif.) 


Preaching for Decision—Some years 
ago Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse closed 
his radio exposition with an appeal to 
anyone listening to get down on his 
knees and offer his heart to Christ. A 
Roman Catholic hearer did so and ever 
since has been a shining Christian. He 
is a mason by trade, and, after work, 
will rush home, change his clothes, and 
go over to the street meetings at Colum- 
bus Circle (N. Y.) to talk with any who 
will listen to him, about their souls. 

I never met this man, but I have met 
recently one of his converts, a fellow 
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workman in the mason trade, now a 
fellow workman in building the city of 
God. “Before my conversion, drink was 
my life,” he said to me. “Out at five, 
I would drink till supper at seven, and 
then go out and drink till one. Now 
he, too, is, in season and out of season, 
after souls, and is starting a mission 
in a Connecticut city. 

So much of the life from God did 
Dr. Barnhouse’s simple appeal release; 
nor can the end of it be foreseen. 

This evangelical preaching the Federal 
Council of Churches would gladly see 
disappear from radioland. It is shy of 
appeals for decision. The Council’s 
semipagan mouthpiece on the radio does 
not believe in conversion, or the need 
of conversion. His church membership 
is “gathered of every kind,” provided 
only they are outwardly seemly and re- 
spectable. The “Visitation Evangelism 
Manual” of the F.C.C. is perfectly frank: 
“The appeal to salvation in order to 
get to heaven is not so effective in this 
day as it has been in the past. But to 
be saved for the sake of one’s own life 
and happiness, or for the sake of one’s 
wife, children, and home, or for the 
sake of one’s influence and service in the 
community is a strong appeal today.” 

How strong is it? Has it ever in all 
its years of free access to radio saved 
a single drunkard? Or anybody else? 

The Federal Council Modernists un- 
derestimate men’s spiritual anxiety, their 
justified fear of after-death. Columnist 
Heywood Broun, when asked why he, a 
freethinker, went into the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, replied, “I was afraid.” 


Brief Notes 


Wheaton College enrollment this year 
was a record—1,190, with 700 young 
people turned away because of lack of 
housing. 


For more than 1,500 years the Coptic 
Church of Egypt has appointed the Arch- 
bishop of Ethiopia. This year the Em- 
peror refused to accept the Coptic ap- 
pointee. “This means that he plans to 
disassociate his land from the dead hand 
and crass superstitions of the Coptic 
Church. 


Prof. Charles Glover Barkla, F.R.S., 
who has just died, was one of the most 
distinguished physicists of our time, 
Nobel prizeman, and professor in the 
University of Edinburgh. He was alse a 
staunchly religious man, officeholder in 
the Nicolson Square Methodist Church, 
Edinburgh, steward of the poor, and a 
musician who loved to join in the sing- 
ing of the church. 


Mrs. Eva Hunt takes in discharged 
prisoners who have become Christians 
during internment in California prisons. 
“Our Boys’ Home,” her large house in 
Pasadena, helps them to a fresh start. 
When they find employment they tithe 
their income, which helps Mother Hunt 
to help the next comer. 
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LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 25.. JESUS, THE SON OF GOD 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 16 and 17; printed text, Matthew 16:13-17 17:1-8] 
Golden Text.—Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will | confess also before my Father which is in heaven.—Matt. 10:32 


Kinc James VERSION 

Matt. 16:13.When Jesus came into the coasts of C#sarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that 
I the Son of man am? 

14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: 
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

Chap. 17:1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and 
John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain 
apart, 

2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine 
as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 


3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias 
talking with him. 

4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good 
for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three taber- 
nacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which. said, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 

6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on ‘their face, and 
were sore afraid. 

7 And Jesus came and touched them,.and said, Arise, and be 
not afraid. ; 

8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, 
save Jesus only. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE truth of the deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the cardinal doc- 
trine which the Church is to main- 
tain on her journey through this world. 
It is like the ark of the covenant, which 
Israel had to take with them as they 
marched on from Sinai to the Land of 
Promise. All other revealed truths are 
linked up with this great fact, that the 
Man Christ Jesus is God manifest in 
the flesh, very God and very man, in 
one blessed, adorable person. If He be 
not truly man, He could not make pro- 
pitiation for the sins of the world (1 
John 2:2). If He were less than God, 
He could not triumph over death and 
annul our great adversary, who has the 
power of death, the Devil (Heb. 2:14, 
15). 


It has been said at times, by those 
who refuse to acknowledge His true 
deity, that the confession of Petar, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” means only that He had so ex- 
celled other men in His knowledge of 
and obedience to God, that He had dém- 
onstrated a spiritual affinity to the 
Father, which made Him in a pre-emi- 
nent sense to be morally recognized as 
the Son of God. But the term means 
far more than this, as our Lord’s own 
words imply, when He declares a secret 
had been revealed to Peter which the 
Father alone could impart. The Jews 
themselves, who were opposed to Him, 
understood such a claim to imply, 
namely, equality with God (John 10; 
32-36). 

The Transfiguration was in itself a 
testimony to this blessed truth. On the 
mount, that night, the three disciples 
saw the glory of the Eternal Son shining 
out through the veil of His flesh, and 
the voice of the Father, for the second 


. 


& ae + a 


time, bore witness to this precious truth, 
when He declared, “This is my beloved 
Son.” First, following His baptism 
(Matt. 3:17), and now, confirming Peter’s 
confession, the Father bears witness to 
the holy and mysterious relationship 
subsisting between the Lord Jesus and 
Himself. 


The Historical Setting 


It was immediately after the feeding 
of the multitude that the colloquy with 
the Pharisees and Sadducees took place. 
And the warning was given to the dis- 
ciples, when the little company had re- 
turned to the eastern side of the lake of 
Galilee, to beware of the leaven of their 
false teaching. From there the Lord 
and His disciples traveled northward to 
the very border of the land, near Czesa- 
rea Philippi, where Peter made his great 
confession. The Transfiguration took 
place upon the slopes of Mount Hermon 
near by; after which the party re‘urned 
to Capernaum. The time was the sum- 
mer of A.D. 29. 


Verse by Verse ? 


Matt. 16:13—“Whom do men say that 
I the Son of man am?” In order to 
bring out the thoughts of His own dis- 
ciples, Jesus put this question. He did 
not ask for His own information, “for 
he knew what was in man,” and needed 
not that any should bear witness to it 
(John 2:25). But, as a true Teacher, 
He would bring to the surface what 
was in the hearts and minds of His dis- 
ciples. : 


Verse 14—“Some say ... John the 
Baptist,” as in the case of Herod, whose 
guilty conscience made him think that 
the one he murdered had come to life 
again (chap. 14:1, 2); “some, Elias,” 
whose coming before the great day of 
the Lord was long foretold (Mal. 4:5); 
“and others, Jeremias,’ whom some of 
the scribes sought to identify with the 
unnamed Sufferer of Isaiah 53 (Jer. 11: 
19); “or one of the prophets,” a divinely 


inspired man calling the people back to 
God. 

Verse 15.—“But whom say ye that I 
am?” It was a direct question and 
called for a definite answer. The same 
question comes home to everyone today. 
What is our answer? 


Verse 16—“Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” Peter spoke for 
the others (John 6:68, 69) thus acknowl- 
edging their full confidence in Jesus as 
the Anointed One (the Messiah of Is- 
rael) and the Son of God, who had be- 
come man in order to carry out -the 
divine plan of redemption. 


Verse 17.—“Flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven.” It was not by ob- 
servation and intuition that Peter and 
the rest had come to this conclusion. 
The Father Himself had revealed the 
great fact to them, that Jesus was the 
only begotten Son “full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). This is the great 
truth upon which the Church is built 
—the revelation of the deity of Christ 
(v. 18). 


Chap. 17:1—‘“After six days.” The 
narrative of the Transfiguration should 
not be severed from the Lord’s words in 
chapter 16:28. He took “Peter, James, 
and John... up into an high mountain 
apart,” to give them a vision of the 
Kingdom as /it shall yet be displayed. 
Peter dwells on this in his Second Letter 
(1: 16-19). 


Verse 2.—“Transfigured before them.” 
It was a metamorphosis, a change from 
within out; the glory of Christ’s eternal 
Sonship shone out through the veil of 
His flesh so that the disciples might 
have ocular proof of His true character 
as Immanuel — God.and man in one per- 
son. 


Verse 3—“There appeared unto them 
Moses and Elias talking with him.” 
These two men of a past dispensation 
represented two groups of believers: one, 
those who die before the coming in of 
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the Kingdom, and the other, those who 
will be changed and caught up, without 
passing through death, at the Lord’s re- 
turn for His own, preparatory to the 
bringing in of the millennial glory (John 
11:25, 26). They also speak of the Law 
and the Prophets, both of which bear 
witness to Christ’s atoning death (Rom. 
3:21) whereby God is able to provide 
a righteousness for men who have none 
of their own (Rom. 3:24, 25). We learn 
the subject of their discourse in Luke 
9:30, 31. They were occupied with our 
Lord’s redemptive work, soon to be ac- 
complished. 


Verse 4—‘“Let us make here three 
tabernacles.” Peter’s suggestion came 
without real consideration. He was so 
overwhelmed with the glory of the 
vision that he would fain remain on the 
mount in such wonderful company. But 
he erred in putting Moses and Elias, 
eminent servants of God though they 
were, on a par with Jesus, the Son be- 
come flesh. 


Verse 5—“This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased; hear ye 
him.” A cloud shut out the Old Tes- 
tament worthies, and Jesus was left 
alone. The Father’s voice spoke from 
Heaven the second time, attesting the 
perfection of His Son and His delight 
in Him, whose voice they were bidden 
to heed. 


Verse 6.—“The disciples . . . fell on 
their face, and were sore afraid.” Awed 
by what they had seen and heard, the 
three fell prostrate as worshipers, in 
the presence of God as seen in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


Verse 7.—“Jesus . . . said, Arise, and 
be not afraid.” Reaching forth His lov- 
ing hand, our Lord touched each dis- 
ciple reassuringly, and bade them stand 
up, fearing nothing. He would have His 
own feel at ease in His presence, for, 
though He is Lord of: all, He is our 
Kinsman-Redeemer, who assumed our 
humanity, apart from sin, in order to 
bring us to God. 


Verse 8—“They saw no man, save 
Jesus only.” There*could be no thought 
of three tabernacles now, for Moses, the 
law-giver, and Elijah, the restorer, had 
vanished away, and the Lord Jesus alone 
remained, He who is the same yester- 
day, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Jesus is not a mere man who, by dint 
of spiritual enlightenment and surren- 
der to the Father’s will, became more 
divine than any other man. He is God 
the Son, one person of the eternal Trin- 
ity, manifested in the flesh and thus the 
one Mediator between God and man. 
Peter’s confession and the Father’s voice 
after the Transfiguration tell the same 
blessed story. He had to be who He was 
in order to do what He did. None less 
than the Son of God could make propi- 
tiation for our sins (1 John 4:10). To 
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Last Weck’s Lesson 
7. February 18.—Treasures of the King- 
BO sett ae .....Matthew 12 to 14 
. Next Week’s Lesson 


9. March 4,—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness. 
Matthew 18; 20; 22:1-33 








know Him and confess Him in this char- 
acter is to have eternal life (John 17:3; 
1 John 4:15). 


A Lesson Outline 
Tue Son or Gop Mave KNown 


. Interrogation—a (Matt. 16:13) 
. Speculation (v. 14) 

. Interrogation—b (v. 15) 

. Confession (v. 16) 

. Revelation (v. 17) 

. Transfiguration (chap. 17:1-4) 
. Attestation (v. 5) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


What did Simon Peter understand the 
Lord Jesus to mean when He designated 
him as Peter (Petros), a rock? The 
answer is found in 1 Peter 2:1-8. There 
Peter clearly teaches that Christ is the 
precious living stone—the sure foun- 
dation upon which God’s spiritual house 
(the Church) is built, and that all be- 
lievers, himself among them, are living 
stones, who have “come” to Him and 
are built upon Him. This agrees exactly 
with what the Apostle Paul declares in 
Ephesians 2:19-22. There is no hint any- 
where in Scripture that Peter was him- 
self the Rock-foundation on which the 
true Church is builded. 

Peter’s two Letters are linked very 
definitely with the two scenes depicted 
in our lesson for today. The First Epis- 
tle is connected (as noted above) with 
the truth of Christ as the Rock upon 
which the Church is built, and the Sec- 
ond Epistle is based upon that which 
Peter had seen and heard on the “holy 
mount.” These were epochal events in 
his life, never obliterated from his mem- 
ory, and which formed the basis of His 
testimony in after years. 
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Summaries and Applications 


To every one of us comes the pointed 
question, “Whom say ye that I am?” 
Upon our response to this hangs our 
eternal destiny. What is your answer? 

It is a sad commentary on the unre- 
liability of the best among men that 
Peter, who made so blessed a confession 
as to the Sonship of Christ, in a very 
short time afterward had to be sternly 
rebuked for suggesting that Jesus should 
refuse the cross (chap. 16:21-23). 

To refuse to hear the Son is to refuse 
to hear the Father, for the Father com- 
mands all men to hear His beloved Son, 
whose words are life-giving (John 5: 
25, 26) because He is coequal with the 
Father. 

Let us face the question honestly: 
What is Jesus Christ to us? Do we see 
and confess Him as the Son of God? 
Have we given heed to His words, and 
thus owned Him as our Lord? 
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Speculations about the Lord Jesus 
Christ have been many. But these must 
be distinguished from divine revelation 
concerning Him, which the Father alone 
gives to the earnest, seeking soul who 
desires to know the truth and to obey it. 

CHrcaAGo. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT is involved in the confession of 
the Lord Jesus as the Son of the liv- 
ing God? 
2. Why did Christ ask, “Whom say ye 
that I am?” 
3. Why was Peter’s answer God-inspired? 
4. Why were Peter, James, and John 


chosen to be present at Christ’s transfigura- 
tion? 


5. What was wrong with the suggestion 
to build three tabernacles for Jesus, Moses, 
and Elias? 

6. How do we, today, obey the Father's 
command to hear the Son? 


7. What is one of the greatest duties and 
privileges of a Christian? 


(Answers on page 108) 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway / 


Good Coal.—But whom say ye that I 
am? And Simon Peter answered ... 
(Matt. 16:15, 16). In the early days of 
this century there appeared a novel by 
a new author which immediately became 
a “best seller” and ran through many 
editions. The name of the Wook was 
“The Honorable Peter Stirling.” It was 
a thinly disguised account of the rise 
of President Grover Cleveland. 

The story begins thus: “Mr. Pearce 
was talking. Mr. Pearce was always 
talking.” When in the Scripture I meet 
up with Peter, I always think of this old 
novel of the “Honorable Peter” and its 
opening words. 

“Simon Peter answered.” Simon Peter 
was always answering! As the readers 
of the Corner know, this writer is very 
fond of Simon Peter. Lots of us are 
so much like him. The Lord Jesus loved 
Simon Peter in spite of his faults. He 
selected Peter’ for a disciple because 
the Lord could see the pure gold in fish- 
ing bank character. (John 2:25.) 

Every now and then an accident, or 
something else, happens, and folks stand 
sort of stunned. “Why doesn’t some- 
body do something!” cries a woman. 
“Somebody” usually does do “some- 
thing,” and almost always he is a man 
of the Simon Peter “answering” type. 

Peter, “rough and tumble” and im- 
pulsive Peter, was the one man of the 
Twelve who could unhesitatingly say, 
“Master, you are just exactly what you 
say you are, ‘the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.’” The fact had been re- 
vealed to the man who would later deny 
with swearing that he knew Jesus his 
Master ! 
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In the days of inefficient coal-burning 
stoves and heaters, when folks lived 
simply and frugally, we used to save 
carefully all the ashes, and with a riddle 
which had a long handle, we would 
sift the ashes and recover any pieces of 
good coal not consumed. It was a 
job all boys hated, as the dust would 
get into the cyes. Jesus told Peter 
that this was what Satan wanted to 
do with Peter. “But I have prayed 
for thee,” said the Lord to Peter. That 
was good coal we picked out of the 
ashes, and Simon Peter turned out to be 
“good coal” in spite of his “cinder” and 
“slate.” (Luke 22:3.) 


A Visit to the Mount.—Lord, it is good 
for us to be here (17:4). Peter, as 
usual, was “answering,” even though no 
question was asked, since the wonderful 
situation is one of the greatest question 
marks in history. 


There was only one possible answer, 
and that goes almost without saying. 
The “goodest” thing in all the world 
was to be with the Lord Jesus and two 
such ancient saints as Moses and Elijah, 
with God standing by to speak to these 
three disciples. 


One of the great “goods” this writer 
gets from the story of the Transfigura- 
tion is that in the next world we do not 
lose our identity. It was still Moses 
and it was still Elijah. 


Those who have long sat in this Cor- 
ner know that the writer contends it 
was not “old man Moses” of Mount Nebo 
and “old man Elijah” of the chariot of 
fire. He was Moses of the escape from 
Egypt (Exod. 2:15) and Elijah of the 
long run to the juniper tree (1 Kings 
19:4). 


When I get to Paradise there are cer- 
tain Bible heroes I will want to see. 
One of these is Elisha of the Old Tes- 
tament and Paul of the New Testament. 
But it will not be a bald-headed old 
Elisha or a Paul with a thorn in the flesh 
(2 Kings 2:23; 2 Cor. 12:9). 


One of the Philadelphia newspapers, 
from day to day, takes notice of the 
birthdays of outstanding citizens. The 
photographs of these men I know as “old 
fellaws” were taken when they were in, 
or near, the thirties. Yet there in the 
young picture you can see the “old fel- 
low” very plainly. 


“Bill, you old antique, you haven’t 
changed much in all the years!” ex- 
claimed an old college friend. “I would 
know you anywhere. How do you ex- 
plain your perpetual youth?” 

You would not ask me that if you 
know my manner of life and your Bible. 
The old Book says that they that work 
for the Lord renew their youth. Or 
words to that effect. 


How We Know.—This i: my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased (17:5). 
There is a “religious” body of people 
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among whom I have many good friends, 
in which voiceful members do not be- 
lieve the above statement that came 
from God. However, lots of the mem- 
bers of the organization do believe what 
God says, and read the Trues and this 
Corner. Why don’t they move out? 
They do, and the meetinghouses get ab- 
sent treatment and are closed, and the 
organization is shrinking while other 
churches are growing. 


“Ridgway, how do you know that 
Jesus Christ was the divine Son of God?” 
“Because God Himself has said so. 
Once at His baptism and now here at 
the Transfiguration.” (Matt. 3:17.) 


“But how do you know the Bible ac- 
count is true?” Because I have tried it 
out most thoroughly for myself, and 
have consulted experts in the matter. 
Many great scholars, scientists, lawyers, 
doctors, bankers, manufacturers, mer- 
chants have agreed that the Bible is true 
from cover to cover. Such overwhelm- 
ing evidence is good enough for me. 


I have tested the Bible promises. I 
have seen the worst of men transformed 
before my very eyes simply by taking 
the Bible promises at their word and 
accepting the “Son of God” as Saviour. 
Lots of them have been in this Corner. 

Then there was George Miiller, a Ger- 
man in England, with absolutely noth- 
ing but his faith in this “Son of God,” 
who built up great orphanages in Eng- 
jand. Then, also, there was William 
Quarrier, who with the same trust did 
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a similar work in Glasgow, Scotland. 


He was a poor boy and a cobbler. 

Mr. C. T. Studd, the “Babe Ruth” of 
England. He gave away his great for- 
tune and went out as a poor missionary 
with nothing but a lovely wife and a 
trust in the “Son of God”! What he 
did in China and Africa is history. 

Take a look at the Africa Inland Mis- 
sion. I know all about that personally. 
It started in Coatesville. The founders 
were my Christian friends. Charles 
Hurlburt took his wife and children and 
sailed for Africa with so little funds 
that fifty dollars he got on the way kept 
him frém being stranded. Hurlburt be- 
lieved the Book, that the Lord Jesus is 
the “Son of God.” The Africa Inland 
Mission has about 300 missionaries. All 
work by faith. 


Then I happen to know a fellow 
named William H. Ridgway and some- 
thing of his life and experiences, and 
things have happened in the man’s life 
that are overwhelmingly convincing. 
“Come on in, the water’s fine!” 

COATESVILLE, PA. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 
and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 





Aloud . 
“Lassure you, brethren, 
[ believe in the 














Whispered 
“but.of course,im the 
sense im which we 
all are divine.” 
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Lesson for February 25 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 
ustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Tlustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
stip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
present paper shortage, readers are asked to 
it the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 
Possible, — But Not Profitable-—Who- 
soever therefore shall confess me before 
men, him will I confess also before my 
Father which is in heaven (Matt. 10:32, 
Golden Text). Two A.T\S. girls went to 
an Open Air Forces meeting. “I am a 
Christian,” said one of the girls, “but 
I am not very open about it. Is it not 
possible to pray in bed?” “Possible, yes, 
but it is no testimony to others, is it?” 
The second girl added, “Well, I am not 
a Christian, but I am interested. There 
was a girl in my room who knelt at her 
bedside every night, and the first time 
I saw her do it I cried myself to sleep.” 
Both those girls returned to barracks 
that night, not only trusting the Lord 
Jesus as Saviour, but determined to con- 
fess Him—From In Britain’s Camps. 
Sent by ¥%. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Labels Often Important.—But. whom 
say ye that I am? (Matt. 16:15.) The 
word “fundamentalist” is a well-known 
word in the religious world. It is a re- 
cent name. Names are necessary. They 
are symbols of ideas. It is not the best 
thing in the world to be nameless. There 
are some people who object to being 
branded. They say they will not carry 
labels. But labels are also necessary, 
and the absence of them may be embar- 
rassing, as when a goat was being ship- 
ped by express with a tag of destination 
about his neck. Later the Negro in 
charge of the car was thrown into con- 
sternation because he found, as he de- 
clared with wide-eyed astonishment and 
perplexity, “Dat goat done eat up whar 
he’s gwine.” Probably the goat was a 
Modernist, or a Conservative who re- 
fused to wear a label. But it bothered 
the Negro, and it bothers us today not 
to know definitely where people are go- 
ing and with whom they are going— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by L. 
G. James, Toronto, Can.;. and Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Smile,—and Commit Suicide.—Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God 
(Matt. 16:16). It is upon this rock that 
the church of Christ is built. Do away 
with this truth and the church’s foun- 
dation is gone. Walter Lippman, the 
newspaper man, in concluding his imag- 
inary dialogue between a Modernist and 
a Fundamentalist, makes the Modernist 
ask that the question be discussed with- 
out heat. But the Fundamentalist says, 
“Has it ever occurred to you that this 
advice is easier for you to follow than 
for me?” “How so?” asks the Modernist. 
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“Because for me an eternal plan of sal- 
vation is at stake. For you there is 
nothing at stake but a few tentative 
opinions, none of which means anything 
to your happiness. Your request that I 
should be tolerant and amiable is there- 
fore a suggestion that I submit the foun- 
dation of my life to the destructive 
effects of your skepticism, your indiffer- 
ence, and your good nature. You ask 
me to smile, and to commit suicide.”— 
From Heart and Life Magazine. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration. 


Not the First Christian.—Thouw art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. ... 
Upon this rock I will build my church 
(Matt. 16:16, 18). “The Lord Jesus 
Christ was not the first Christian. I 
have heard Him called that, but He cer- 
tainly was not. He is Christianity, for 
Christianity is Christ.".—From the Rt. 
Hon. Ernest Brown, at the Annual Meet- 
ing (London) of the Scripture Gift Mis- 
sion. Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


One Who Meets Every Need.—This is 
my beloved Son ... ; hear ye him 
(Matt. 17:5). A chaplain wrote from 
the Middle East: “What a joy to tell 
them of the new life that is for all men 
in Christ Jesus. They are ready to lis- 
ten, too. Last Sunday I had a voluntary 
service in an olive grove; some had 
walked two miles in a blazing sun to 
be there. After the service a soldier 
said to me, ‘What a wonderful person 
you make this Jesus Christ to be. He 
seems to meet every need of your life. 
How I long to know Him as you do!’ 
I gave him a New Testament, and to- 
gether we are going through the Gospel 
according to St. Mark in search of the 
Christ of God.”—From Music Makers, 
published in London as a missionary re- 
port in 1944. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Lacona, N. Y. , 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: When Peter Pleased 
Jesus (Matt. 16:13-16). 


Quiz 
1, What did the Lord Jesus ask His disciples? 
2. Who did some people think Jesus was? 
3. What was the Lord’s second question? 
4, What was Peter’s answer? y 


5. Why was the Lord Jesus pleased with this 
answer? 


HERE are just as many kinds of peo- 
ple in the world today as there were 

in the time when Jesus Christ was on 
earth. If you asked them today who 
Jesus was, you would get just as many 
answers as the people of that day gave. 
Some people would say Jesus was a 
great teacher, they might even say He 
was the world’s greatest teacher. Others 
would say He was a great prophet, or 
they may call Him, “Master.” Perhaps 
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somebody would tell you Jesus was the 
most perfect man that ever lived, the 
best man that ever lived, but only a man. 

Then there are people who say Jesus 
is a son of God just the same as all men 
are sons of God. But this cannot be 
right, for no person is a child of God 
except by believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is God’s Son. 

Jesus Christ is the world’s greatest 
Teacher. He is the world’s greatest 
Prophet, He is Master of the universe. 
He is the only perfect man, but He is 
also the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, just as Peter said. 

People who do not believe this do not 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
He had ‘not been the only begotten Son 
of God, His death on the cross would 
not have been an atonement for the sin 
of the world. If He had been only a 
man, His death would have been of no 
more value than any other death. 

So, be as certain and sure as Peter 
was, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of the living God, and then tell others 
about Him. Jesus wants even the little 
children to go out and tell others the 
story of salvation. Once I was in a Sun- 
day school Primary Department where 
the children were taught just exactly 
what verses to use, and how to lead 
another person to the Lord. When they 
went into the Junior Department, they 
all began doing personal work, and that 
church has iu perpetual revival because 
the children, as well as adults, are out 
after souls for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Don’t you want that kind of Sunday 
school? 

The children may feel that this ques- 
tion which Christ asked Peter has noth- 
ing to do with them, but every one of 
them must answer this same question: 
Who is Jesus Christ? And all of eter- 
nity depends on the answer. Make them 
see that it is the most important ques- 
tion they will ever have to answer, and 
they can answer while they are very 
young, and never change the answer, 
and have it settled. The answer to this 
question is more important than where 
they are going to live, what school they 
are going to attend, or what they will 
do for a living. It is the great question, 
and may their answer be the same as 
Peter’s, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God,” for then they will 
accept Him as their Saviour. 


Mopesto, Catir. 
. we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


AVE printed in large letters over 

the picture used last Sunday, “Give 
us this day our daily bread.” As the 
children enter, they may place their 
offerings as Suggested in last week’s ar- 
ticle. Review last. week’s story by such 
questions as: How is God going to an- 
swer the ‘prayer of the people in the 
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SONG LEADERS and CHURCH WORKERS 


Commemorate work of blind hymn-writer with special 
service on 125th Anniversary of Fanny Crosby, born 
March 24, 1820. Life story, hymn incidents, anecdotes, 
friendships. Complete program sent on request. YOU 
set the price. BERNHARD RAGNER, 207 Chamber of 
Commerce Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in Tue Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMES. 









Reaching 
Youth 
for Christ 


by Torrey Johnson 
and Robert Cook ... 
@ practical, challeng- 
ing book that presents 
proved methods for 
winning today’s young 


people . . . methods 
thot bring results... 





Tells with enthusiasm the dramatic story 
of the nation-wide Youth for Christ 
movement that is sweeping the country's 
leading cities: New York... Detroit... 
Washington... St. Louis... Philadelphia 
«-« Indianapolis . . . Chicago. 
Sketches the miraculous development 
of Chicagoland Youth for Christ... 
that led to a giant rally in Chicago Sta- 
dium, attended by 30,000 Christians. 
Provides the know-how for launching 


town... radio techniques and messages, 
brief sermons by Wendell P. Loveless, 
Archer Anderson, Torrey Johnson,-Harry 
Rimmer, Robert Cook, H. A. Ironside. 

Contains 96 fast-moving pages and 
8 pages of photographs .. . stimulating 
reading for young people, their leaders 
and Christians interested in them. 





Be sure to send a copy 


For your copy 
send $1.60 to 


Moody Press @ bet SANT 
CHICAGO 10, ILL. 





_these two toys. 


@ Youth for Christ movement in your) 


te your man in service ~ 
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picture? If we give the money, then 
the verse, “Every good gift . . . cometh 
down from the Father” (Jas. 1:17), isn’t 
true, is it? (Some explanation will 
probably be necessary here. Where did 
the silver in the dime come from? Would 
they be giving the dimes away like this 
if God had not placed love for others 
in their hearts?) You boys and girls 
giving your dimes are like what person 
in the story? The men who take the 
money and get the food shipped to hun- 
gry people now are like what people 
in the Bible story? 

These people in the picture must be 
discouraged and blue. Their home was 
bombed long ago. An older brother has 
been killed in the war. Their clothes 
are in rags. They are hungry. They 
could give up and just not try to live 
or start a new home. They could be 
cross and unhappy, and say everything 
was against them. Or they may be 
happy to receive such little food as they 
have. In spite of all their trouble, they 
may still believe God loves them and is 
saving Heaven for their happy home. 
They may try to be cheerful and make 
life easier by being kind to one another. 

These people, you boys and girls, 
everybody in the world is like one of 
(Show a toy that is 
weighted so that, although it can be 
tipped over by force, it always springs 
back to position; and a similar toy that 
stays knocked over.) 
knocks in life. (Have the children name 
some. Then lead them to see how the 
different ways people take trouble are 
like one or other of the toys.) Do you 
know there is something special put 
into the toy that always overcomes the 
knockdown and causes it to stand up 
again? (Explain the construction.) The 
person who overcomes his knockdowns, 
who can “take it,” as we say, has been 
specially “weighted” with something, 
too. Can you think what? First John 
5:5 tells you (Memory Verse). 

Have you promised the Lord to fol- 
low Him? Then hear these words of 
His: “If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). 
Draw a cross. Can you take your trou- 
ble and carry on? The victory comes 
after the fight. Draw a V opposite the 
cross. But the victory only comes to 
those who have the “weight” to keep 
them balanced. (Repeat the Memory 
Verse.) 

Do you remember the story of how 
the Lord Jesus asked Peter and the 
others to prove whether they had the 
“weight” or not? They had seen Him 
heal the sick and teach the people and 
feed the hungry crowd. Did they know 
why He could do these things? He and 
His disciples were on a hike up near 
Cesarea Philippi (indicate on the map) 
when He asked them, “Whom do men 
say that I the Son of man am?” What 
did they say? (if pupils do not remem- 


We all get hard 





February 10, 1945 


ber, from the time we had this story 
before, turn to Matthew 16:13-17.) Would 
those people be overcomers? Then the 
Lord asked, “But whom say ye that I 
am?” What was Peter’s answer? Did 
He have the “weight” that would keep 
him right side up in spite of life’s,trou- 


bles? Verse 17 tells who puts this 
“weight” in the Christian. Do you 
have it? 

Bucksport, MAINE. 
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Say, Fellows, 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


ie fellows, it is not easy in some 
situations to speak out boldly and 
definitely for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Sometimes a fellow finds himself in com- 
pany with those who sneer at any seri- 
ous mention of Him. They do not hesi- 
tate to take His name in vain, and they 
look upon outspoken Christians as fa- 
natics. It takes a real faith and true 
courage to stand up for Jesus Christ in 
a crowd like that; it requires the high- 
est type of loyalty. 

In today’s text we have Simon Peter’s 
declaration, “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God!” And it was 
uttered from deep conviction, because 
the Lord Jesus warmly commended him 
for it and said that only God could have 
planted that belief in Peter’s heart. It 
was not hard for Peter to say that to 
Jesus. I think if the Lord Jesus Christ 
should appear before you or me and 
question us we would find ourselves 
gladly saying the same thing, for the 
Holy ‘Spirit has revealed Him to us, too. 
But’ are we as ready to say it in the 
presence of others—especially if they 
are hostile, or simply unfriendly to 
Christ? 

Very shortly after Peter made that 
splendid declaration he found himself in 
a group of idle gossipers, curiosity 
seekers, and the actual enemies of Jesus 
Christ. They were all standing around 
a brazier warming themselves, in the 
outer court of the high priest’s palace, 
where the Lord Jesus was being tried, 
and the whole crowd, from judges down, 
was against Him — the whole crowd hat- 
ing Him and seeking His death. Only 
one friend in sight (John). Even Peter 
had followed “afar off” and feared to 
go into the courtroom with Him. Then 
a maidservant of the high priest edged 
up tq Peter and asked, Are you nat a 
friend of this Jesus? And Peter denied, 
saying, I do not even know the man! 
He denied his Lord three times there in 
rapid succession, and he cursed and 
swore to give his denial emphasis. 

This shows what a low ebb can be 
reached in one’s loyalty to the Lord 
Jesus Christ even by a professed fol- 
lower of His. Peter realized his tragic 
mistake and wept bitter tears over it. 
The Lord Jesus forgave Peter and made 
him- know he was forgiven. (see John. 
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Lesson for February 25 


21: 15-21), and from that zero point Peter 
steadily rose to a witnessing power so 
great that he defied the Sanhedrin, and 
on the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit 


used his testimony in the conversion of 


three thousand souls. 


Here’s what we are getting at, fellows. 
As a Christian you may never openly 
deny your Lord and Saviour; but you 
may do it silently. There will be times 
when you are clearly prompted by the 
Holy Spirit to give your testimony, but 
the Devil will whisper some “perfectly 
sane and logical reason” why you should 
not do it — “at least not just now, maybe 
later.” If there is one thing the Devil 
will move earth and hell to stop, it is 
Christ building His Church; and he 
knows that the foundation, as well as 
the superstructure, is the testimony of 
Christians to the deity of Christ, and to 
the saving and keeping power of Christ. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Head that off and the building stops. 
Satan desperately needs Christian tools. 


Sacked SACs} 
What are you going to do about it, ————— 


fellows? Will you let Satan make capie§| While the men are at war, 


: : more women will do the 
tal of your silence? Or will you be @§ ‘iocing. This new book con- 
builder for Christ? tains musical oy 

that are well within the 

JACKSONVILLE, N. C, range ofthe average group 
of women's voices. 48 pages, 
MW octavo size, printed on 
good clear bana f from 
A prepared class is not only easier to} ‘crge plates, bound In fine 
board binding. Price 

teach, but really gets more from your Sapdeseaeh. ‘Order today. 


teaching. Why not have your class pre- 
E RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 

pared by regular use of CunIsTIAN YOUTH THI on . a 

lesson material? Street, Wines indiana 

























To-day the world lies in darkness. 


One day Christ will come again, and darkness will 
flee before Him, but until that day all the light that reaches 
men must shine through those who have become partakers 
of His life. . 

We need a generation of Lesser Lights — young 
people who are Spirit-filled and soundly taught in the 
Word of God, as well as in the arts and sciences. 







. Westmont College is dedicated to the purpose of 
developing such young people in an atmosphere where 
Christ is held preeminent. 


The school is not endowed, yet in five years its 
development has been amazing - - amazing, that is, to 
those who do not appreciate God’s faithfulness. 

Westmont’s financial policy is expressed by the 
words, “Ask God for all the needs, and keep His people 
informed,” and in keeping with this policy a very inter- 
esting booklet of information has been prepared for you. 

Your heart will be stirred as you read and discover 
that God still “moves in a mysterious way His wonders 
to perform.” 


Just mail the coupon. 








WESTMONT COLLEGE, Dept. ST 2 
231 So. Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 4, Calif. 


Please send me, without charge, the booklet which 
tells a story every Bible-believing Christian ought 
to know. 


Name_. 
Address. 


City. State 
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IMPROVE YOUR MINISTRY 


Are your messages like piles of good lumber, or 
are they structures of salvation like the ark? 
LEARN HOW TO BUILD SERMONS. | 

The 20 Lessons in Homiletics, published by Union 
Bible Seminary, will help the pastor, evangelist, S. S. 
teacher, and yer-meeting leader to arrange his 
thoughts, to dig out new thoughts, and to present them 
in a psychological way. Fifteen methods of portraying 
Gospel truths are shown in the course. Send $1 for 
the 20 lessons, plus The Gospel Minister for 26 weeks. 


Union Bible Seminary, Dept. 258-B, Westfield, Ind. 


















Precious Lord, ‘Take 
My Hand; He Lives; 
God Understands; 
With Thy Spirit Fill 
Me; are among the 
119 popular choruses 
in this new book just 
off the press. Com- 
piled by Y. P. Rode- 
heaver & B.D. Ack- 
ley; 2 color cover. 
Only 25ceach, postpaid ORDER TODAY 


The Rodeheaver Hall-Mack Co. 


107 Ninth St. . Winona Lake, Ind. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 103) 
1. It is the acknowledgment of His true 


deity, and hence our rightful subjection to 
Him. 


2. It was not enough for them to know 
what others were saying of Him. They 
must themselves face the issue as to who 
He was. 


3. Faith in Christ is not of ’ourselves, “it 
is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). 


4. They were the little inner circle of the 
Lord’s intimate friends, whom He often in- 
cluded in the great moments of His earthly 
ministry ‘such as, the raising of Jairus’ 
daughter, and His vigil in the garden of 
Gethsemane. 


5. It was putting gifted men on the same 
level as the eternal Son. 


6. He speaks in and through the Word. 
As we heed the Word, we give evidence 
that we hear Him. 


7. It is not enough to believe, but a Chris- 
tian must speak of Christ also (Rom. 10: 
9, 10). 
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They Look To You 


“TRUE TO THE BIBLE” 
Sunday School Literature 


eo cccccccscees We offer the best 
INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM SERIES 


Scriptural and spiritual expositions of the International 
Sunday School Lessons, adapted to all age groups. Our 
line of literature is absolutely unexcelled at any price, 
but is nationally distributed at surprisingly low cost. 
Write for samples and quantity prices. 


@ Beginners, Primaries 



























CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our 
Father, we thank Thee that it is in Thy 
Word that we find the facts about our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We thank Thee that 
we do not have to be in the slightest 
doubt as to who He is and what was His 
mission to this needy world. May we 
not be disturbed by the guesses of those 
who give no honor to Thy Word, but 
may we study for ourselves that which 
is therein set forth to assure us as to 
the person and work of the Lord Jesus. 
May we not acquire simply a knowledge 
of Him, but, knowing Him, may we ac- 
cept Him as Saviour and Lord, and put 
our lives into His keeping. May we be 
willing and glad to deny ourselves, to 
take up our cross, and to follow Him. 
We ask this in His dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—It does seem 
strange that there are some who have 
thought that they could give us a more 
accurate description of the Lord Jesus 
than the Bible gives. They have not 
been willing to learn about Him just 
from His Book, and have not been con- 
tent until they have used their imagina- 
tion in place of this record of facts. Sup- 
pose Peter as he looked at Jesus had 
made guesses about Christ instead of 
speaking out of his own knowledge of 
Christ which had been revealed to him 
by the Father which is in Heaven. Praise 





ONFESSED 
ONSECRATED 


AITH IN + 
OLLOWING OF ARIST 
God that we can know Christ without 
any doubt as to who He is or what it 
is that He does for us, and what it is 
that He wishes us to do for others in 
carrying on His message! How foolish 
it is for us to try to imagine a Christ 
who is less than the Christ of the Bible, 
when we have the Bible record itself! 
Why not take Him as He is in all His 
wonderful fullness and power, and ac- 
cept Him, not another and a different 
Christ whom men have imagined, but 
the one who is set forth in the Word of 
God? Why should we delay in accept- 
ing Him as Lord and Saviour? Why 
can we not do now as Peter did, and 
enter into the blessings which are pro- 
vided for those who do confess Christ 
and follow Him? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
ACKNOWLEDGING CHRIST IN PUBLIC 
HE first important fact for us to 
know is a clear-cut opinion of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Can you say with 
Paul: “I know whom I have believed”? 
The second important thing to know 
was expressed also by Paul: “It pleased 
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God, . . . to reveal his Son to me, that 
I might preach him” (Gal. 1:15, 16). 
“Preach,” in your case, may not mean 
to speak from a pulpit, but it does mean 
that you should be able to “give an 
answer to every man that asketh you 
a reason of the hope that is in you” (1 
Pet. 3:15). There is more to the ex- 
pression of the Christian life than “just 
living it,” as some folks who do not go 
to church or testify for the Saviour 
would have us think. We must “live” 
for the Lord consistently, to be sure, 
but more than that, we must speak of 
Him. Review Paul’s reasoning in Ro- 
mans 10:13-17, and then go back to 
verses 9 and 10. Speaking of our faith 
is paramount. 

How may this testimony be started? 
How did Christ open the way for His 
disciples to express their opinions of 
Him? Yes, He did ask them what they 
thought, but first notice that He asked, 
for the sake of comparison, what the 
“world” thought. What does the world 
about you think of Christ? Is He known 
to your pals in school, at business, in 
your community groups? Do you asso- 
ciate with folk who speak well of Jesus 
Christ, or do they never speak of Him 
at all? What is the attitude of your 
town toward Christ? Is it an. earnest, 
Christian, churchgoing, missionary- 
minded town, or is it indifferent to the 
things of the Spirit? Why did we say 
“missionary-minded”? No individual or 
group, could have a clear-cut view of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
Calvary, and our present Advocate be- 
fore God’s throne, without.having, at 
the same time, a desire to make others 
aware of the Saviour, too. Do you agree 
with this? If not, why? 

Now, what is your own thought about 
Christ? When Christ asked first what 
the world thought, He said, “Whom do 
men say that I the Son of man am,” 
thus bringing out the contrast between 
the truth of His divinity and earthly 
opinions of the people who watched 
Him serve God. When He asked for 
the personal witness of the disciples 
themselves He said, merely, “Whom say 
ye that Iam?” They should have been 
able to discern the difference, and Peter 
was able. This fact had been brought 
to their attention very vividly just a 
short time before (Matt. 14:33). 


Does it mean much to you that Jesus 
was the Son of God? Have you expe- 
rienced the glorious fact that He is alive 
and personally interested in you just 
as much as He was in Peter long ago? 
Do you know that your faith in Him is 
part of the gift of the Spirit which be- 
comes yours when you turn your heart 
toward the Lord and let His love flood 
your life? (Eph. 2:8.) 

Perhaps you have long believed in 
your heart, but have you ever confessed 
with your mouth that Jesus is the 
Christ? When, at the age of fourteen, I 


was saved, it seemed easy to testify in 
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church among consecrated Christian 
friends, and before the little Sunday 
school class which I was teaching be- 
cause older teachers were scarce. But 
it was very hard to be the first to speak 
of Christian things outside the church. 
I had to become very intimately ac- 
quainted with my Saviour, and to be 
willing to place Him above every one 
and everything else before I was able 
to bring up the subject of spiritual mat- 
ters to others. Now I would rather put 
God into my conversation than any other 
topic, and I hope this soon may be the 
happy experience of “my class of girls.” 
ALpauGH, CALIF. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 25 


Christians Can Influence Legislation 
(Neh. 2:1-8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


NE of the evils of the present day 
is the practice employed by cer- 
tain interests of sending pressure groups 
to Washington, in an effort to influence 
legislation or obtain special favors or 
privileges. There are some sincere be- 
lievers who take the position that Chris- 
tians should have nothing whatever to do 
with government, and that being “in the 
world but not of the world” means that 
they should not vote, and certainly 
should not make any effort to influence 
civil legislation. 

However, the Scripture lesson chosen 
for our prayer meeting this week would 
seem to show that, in spite of the evils 
of lobbying and the misuse of legislative 
influence that the forces of evil employ, 
there is a proper method whereby Chris- 
tians may make their influence felt in 
governmental affairs. Let us see if we can 
discover, in the method Nehemiah used 
many hundreds of years ago, some plan 
that Christians may follow in the pres- 
ent day for exerting a righteous influ- 
ence in the affairs of the community, 
or state, or nation. 

we 

1, Nehemiah had a real heart concern 
(vs. 2 and 3) about the evil conditions 
that existed. His interest was not self- 
ish. He was troubled because of the 
affliction and reproach that had come 
upon his people. Read Nehemiah’s re- 
markable prayer in verses five to eleven 
of the first chapter of his book. Notice 
that he confessed the sins of his nation, 
and recognized God’s righteousness and 
justice in dealing with them because of 
it. But Nehemiah also reminded God 
of His promise that if they would turn 
to Him and repent, He would restore 
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The American Desert 
Mission 


Help us reach the Thousands of Mormons 
(Latter-day Saints) with the “Gospel of 
Christ” by writing for some of our free 
Christian literature written by converts 
from Mormonism especially for the Mor- 
mons, and distribute it around the Mormon 
church in your community or wherever 
‘Mormon missionaries are doing their 
deadly missionary work. Our work is 
carried on by the prayers and freewill 
offerings of God's Blood-Bought Children. 
Address all mail to: : 


Harry A. McGimsey 
F der and Direct 
P. O. Box 1743 Phoenix, Arizona 


References: E. Anderson, Stockton, Calif.; A. 
H. Woods, Phoenix, Ariz.; S. A. Meier, Mil- 
waukee, Wis.; E. E. Miller, Berlin, Ohio; S. 
M. Sunden, Harrington Park, N. J. 
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LIGHT for 
DARK DAYS. 


Meditations on the 
27th Psalm 


Written with the Prayer that it may 

a source of Spiritual Light for 

these dark days through which 
we are passing. 
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them. Many of the evils in our land 
are of our own making. Before God 
ean bring relief, our people must con- 
fess their sin and put away the evil. 
Believers who see this truth are on 
sound ground when they confess the sins 
of the nation and ask God to deal with 
them. 
# 


2. Before Nehemiah took any step to 
influence authority, he made it a matter 
of prayer (v. 4). How much praying 
do we do about the wrongs we see in 
our land, and about the measures we 
think should be taken to remedy them? 
Prayer not only encourages cur own 
hearts and brings direction as to the 
course of action, but it prepares the way 
before us. The king’s heart was favor- 
ably disposed toward Nehemiah before 
he even voiced his request. So God will 
often work for us at the other end of 
the line, if we will first lay the whole 
matter before Him. 


4 


3. Nehemiah put the full and correct 
facts before the king. There is a time 
and place for the presentation of all 
available information to the proper 
authorities concerning matters that need 
correction. Nehemiah would have been 
just as negligent had_ he failed here, as 
he would have been had he failed to 
pray. In our land, lawmakers and those 
in authority are not all evil. Some of 
our legislators are sincere. Christian 
men, who want to know the facts, and 
who desire to do the right thing. That 
there is corruption in politics cannot be 
denied, but all is not corruption. We 
will be surprised many times to find men 
in high places who will do right, as they 
see it, when they have the right infor- 
mation upon which to base their de- 
cisions. 


we 


4. Nehemiah had a clear, workable, 
constructive plan to suggest (vs. 6, 7, 
and 8). It is very easy to find fault, 
but it is another thing to offer a better 
plan than the one that is in operation. 
Notice, too, that Nehemiah’s plan worked 
no hardship on any other group, nor 
was it to be carried out at the expense 
of someone else. He asked for no pref- 
erence or special privilege, but only 
that a wrong be righted, and that proper 
authority and protection be supplied to 
make this possible. 


5. Finally, Nehemiah offered himself 
and his own efforts (v. 5) toward the 
carrying out of his plan. Many persons 
can find all sorts of suggestions regard- 
ing the righting of this or that evil, just 
as long as these suggestions cost them 
nothing in time or effort or money. 
When we are willing to get behind right- 
eous legislation and do everything we 
can to make it work then things will 
happen. 
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Let us not read into this prayer meet- 
ing discussion, however, any idea that 
our land, or any other land, is going 
to be made righteous by legislation. The 
strength of the law lies in the hearts 
of the people. When Christ has His 
rightful place in individual hearts, then 
laws will be obeyed and énforced. Our 
foremost task, as Christians, is to win 
others to the Lord Jesus Christ, so that 
they may want to do right and be law- 
abiding. However, this fact need not 
prevent us Christians from doing all in 
our power to have righteous and just 


- laws passed and enforced, and to protect 


from the forces of evil those who are 
disposed to live righteously and to wor- 
ship and serve God. Temperance laws 
or gambling laws will not make people 
sober or honest. But they do restrain 
evildoers, and protect the young and in- 
nocent from the example and influence 
of the liquor and gambling interests. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ye. 


From Readers 





Some day I am going to write in de- 
tail and tell you the influence Tue Sun- 
pay ScHoot Times has had upon my life 
from earliest childhood. For a long time 
before I became a Christian I had a 
dreadful struggle with doubt and unbe- 
lief. One of the editorials in your paper 
entitled “The Sin of Unbelief” helped me 
a great deal. Moreover, it was through 
the direct influence of one of your 
writers that I became a Christian at last, 
and later, after having lost the assur- 
ance of being saved, this same writer 
helped me regain my assurance and I 
became a happy member of the church. 
THe Sunpay Schoo, Times also chose a 
college for me. I had never heard of 
Wheaton until I read about it in your 
paper, yet I graduated from Wheaton in 
1943.—A Missouri reader. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





February 19 to 25 

fon.—Matthew 16:13-20. Confessing Christ. 

PRAYER.SUGGESTIONS: “Simon Peter an- 
swered and said, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” Confession 
of Christ is necessary to salvation. Con- 
fession with the mouth must attend be- 
lief with the heart. Christ will be 
ashamed of those who are ashamed of 
Him. Lips that served ‘sin must serve 
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Christ with gladness. If you are on the 
Lord’s side, you will say so. Pray for 
the City Mission, 82 Broadway, Buffalo, 
RK. F. 


Tues.—Matthew 16:21-28. Following Christ. 


PraAYER SuccEsTIONs: “If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me.” 
Only those follow Christ who know Him 
as Saviour and Lord. The gate to the 
“Jesus Road” (as Indians call living for 
Christ) is the new birth. If not born 
again, you will not see the Kingdom of 
God. A heavenly nature is necessary 
for living a heavenly life. Pray for 
more genuine conversions. 
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first university of vocational specialization.” Radio 
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Wanted at the Christian Sanatorium 


Young men and young women to take train- 
ing in practical Psychiatric Nursing. Write 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
Christian Sanatorium, R.F.D. No. 1, Wyckoff, N. J. 


Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 
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ny Stations. hey oy 
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tions and times. - 

CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 

P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles 53,. Calif. 
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Wed.—1 John 2:18-25. The Christian’s Test. 


PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Whosoever. de- 
nieth the Son, the same hath not the 
Father: [but] he that acknowledgeth the 
Son hath the Father also.” This test, 
given by the Holy Spirit, should be ap- 
plied to candidates for membership in 
every Christian church. Every spirit 
that confesseth not that Jesus is the 
Christ is certainly not of God. The pro- 
fessing Christian who ignores Christ in- 
sults God. God will reject those who 
reject His Son. Pray for more conscious- 
ness of the deity of Christ. 


Thurs.—Romans 10:1-13, 
Confession and Salvation. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “With the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.” Many profess to believe on 
Christ who never confess Him with their 
lips, in which case they have -neither 
the righteousness of faith, nor the sal- 
vation of God. Mental “conversions” are 
not true conversions. No one really be- 
lieves who never confesses the Saviour. 
Pray for a “river of salvation” in your 
community. 


Fri.—Matthew 17:1-8. Christ Transfigured. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “When they were 
awake, they saw his glory” (Luke 9:32). 
Peter, James, and John, on the mount 
of transfiguration, saw Christ in His 
glory. They were “eyewitnesses of his 
majesty.” They were not following cun- 
ningly devised fables, but were actual 
“witnesses.” Later events proved their 
testimony to be true (see 1 Cor. 15:3-9; 
Rev. 1:10-18, with Acts 9:3-6). When 
Christ returns we, too, shall see His 
glory. Pray for the coming again of 
Jesus Christ. 


Sat.—2 Peter 1:10-18, 
“Eyewitnesses of His Majesty.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We ... were 
eyewitnesses ofthis majesty.” The apos- 
tles saw the glory of Christ shining forth 
from His person. The meek and lowly 
Jesus was transfigured in. glory and 
majesty before their eyes, as if a king 
were to drop his disguise and show him- 
self to trusted friends. After witnessing 
and working for Him on earth, we, too, 
shall behold’ His glory. Pray for more 
courage to own your Lord before men. 


Sun.—Philippians 3:7-14, 
The Goal of Discipleship. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “That I may 
know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection.” The mark of the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus al- 
ways lies ahead of the disciple. He 
knows that, with all God has done for 
him, there are more heavenly glories 
in Christ, to urge forward endeavor. 
Ali who know Christ want to know Him 
more and more, and be like Him more 
and more. Christ is the Christian’s.goal 
as well as Saviour. Pray for more zeal 
in running the Christian race. 
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: Through the Bible Study 


: Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


: For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
young Focmies and Missionary Socie- 

ties, Vacation Bible Schools, 

= Meetings, and Home Study. 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 
WANTED 


Wide-awake, born-again, Christian couple, in Mis- 
sionary Home, New York City. Man to learn buildin 
maintenance, wife to take care of dining room wor 
and parlor floor. Steady position. Good home and 


salary to right parties. 
Address, Box 148, Station N New York 23,N. Y, 















For. Church 


-Women- 


THREE HELPFUL BOOKS 
BY STANDARD 
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These three splendid books rec- 
ognize women’s vital place in 
religious activities, help them 
perform a peemee service for 
Christ and Church. Every woman 
church worker needs these books. 
Devotional Talks for Women, 78 Pages, 30c 
More Devotional Talks for Women, 
TOB pages ..ccccccccccscccsess + S0E 
Women and the Church, 160 pages. .69¢ 
To inspire women members, 
make three books available 
for careful study. 
Order from your book 


store, or write us for 
complete catalogue. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 





Intrinsic 
Worth 


From a leading U. S. Naval Air Station, 

an earnest former HOUGHTON man writes: 
“T think I have a better chance to observe the 
young high school graduates here because 
most of the fellows at Pre-Flight are of this 
group. With no trouble at all, you can spot 
the men who have had even a little college 
training. They hold most of the responsible 
positions in Cadet Regiment; act older; and 
are leaders in everything. Nothing has helped 
me more since I entered the service than the 


work I did at HOUGHTON COLLEGE.” 


Both in the armed forces and in the 

strenuous battle of life, the work of 
HOUGHTON graduates has proven of sterling 
value. 


Chartered by the Regents of the State of New 

York, HOUGHTON is also a member of the 
Middle States Association of Colleges, of the 
American Council on Education, of the Associa- 
tion of American Colleges; and is on the list of 
colleges approved by the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. A degree from HOUGHTON COLLEGE 
is Suetere of nationally recognized intrinsic 
worth. 


But still more important —- HOUGHTON sur- 

rounds its men and women with a wholesomely 
homelike atmosphere. A Christian Faculty en- 
courages and sympathizes; and the student re- 
ceives every encouragement to noble character, 
faith and living. 


The Winter Semester opens January 29, 1945. 
Write at once for complete information, Ad- 
dress Office of The President, Dept. T 245 


The rugged but beautiful Genesee River Gorge 
at famous Letchworth Park is easily accessible 
for scientific research and student recreation, 
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